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Dear Zion Family, 
 
      You have a chance to worship twice a week 
again!  On Sunday, we will celebrate our services 
following the lectionary material.  On Wednesday we examine the 7 deadly sins. 
 
      Each Wednesdays during the Lenten season we will share scripture that brings focus 
upon each of the seven deadly sins.  
 
     Except for Ash Wednesday, which will have services at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm, 
we will hold all other Lenten services at 7:00 pm, our normal Wednesday worship 
time. 
 
      Here is a date, topic and brief description of that topic for our Wednesday services: 
 
Wed. Feb. 17- Pride is excessive belief in one's own abilities, that interferes with the 
individual's recognition of the grace of God. It has been called the sin from which all 
others arise. Pride is also known as Vanity. 
 
Wed. Feb. 24 - Envy is the desire for others' traits, status, abilities, or situation.  
 
Wed. March 3 - Gluttony is an inordinate desire to consume more than that which 
one requires. 
 
Wed. March 10 - Lust is an inordinate craving for the pleasures of the body. 
 
Wed. March 17 - Anger is manifested in the individual who spurns love and opts in-
stead for fury. It is also known as Wrath. 
 
Wed. March 24 - Greed is the desire for material wealth or gain, ignoring the realm of 
the spiritual. It is also called Avarice or Covetousness. 
 
Wed. March 30 - Sloth is the avoidance of physical or spiritual work. 
We will focus on understanding ourselves and others as it relates to these sins, discuss 
how to battle these sins, and ultimately how God desires us to avoid them and has pro-
vided a way to over come our sin! 
 
 



 
 
 
      We will consider all the ways sin has impacted us, our church, our coun-
try and our world.  This journey is not to depress anyone.  It is meant to 
strengthen our hope and faith.  As real as sin is, it does not compare to the 
power of the cross. 
 
      I wish our world would be on the journey with us, because then the 
world would change.  I ask you to invite as many people you know and love 
to commit to a season of possibility to see how things can be different in 
life. 
 
      Easter is coming, but the road to the resurrection traveled through our 
sin.  I invite you to grow in your understanding of the road Jesus traveled to 
destroy the power of sin. 
 
 In Christ, 
 
  
 
 
 
  

Church Staff  
Rev. Robert Schmidt                
695-9626                                                                    
freelandpastor@sbcglobal.net  
 

Marsha Paetz                        
Administrative Assistant             
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marshapaetz@sbcglobal.net 
 

Jenny Harding 
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     Margarette Diechman 
Ministry of Women 
     Marsha Paetz 
Stewardship Ministry  
      Mark Frazier 
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 Mission Statement 
To provide youth, adults and families with an effective and comprehensive Christian faith-based solution to life-controlling 
drug and alcohol problems in order to become productive members of society. By applying biblical principles, Teen Chal-

lenge endeavors to help people become mentally-sound, emotionally-balanced, socially-adjusted, physically-well, and spiritu-
ally-alive. 

 

The History of Teen Challenge 
 
Teen Challenge started in Brooklyn, New York in 1958 by Rev. David Wilkerson. 

Wilkerson was a young country preacher pastoring a church in eastern Pennsylvania. One February 
afternoon, Wilkerson read an article in LIFE magazine about seven teenagers who were on trial for 
murder. 

During a gang fight in Manhattan, these teens beat a young man to death. Troubled by what he read in 
the article, and sensing God wanted him to do something for the teens, Wilkerson made a trip from his 
hometown in Philipsburg, Pennsylvania to the urban area of New York City. 

Some time after this, Rev. Wilkerson resigned his church in Pennsylvania and moved to the New York 
City area to work full time with teenage gang members. This new work was eventually called “Teen 
Challenge.” Soon, Teen Challenge began to also offer help to those addicted to drugs and alcohol. 

During these early years, a large home was obtained on Clinton Avenue in Brooklyn. A year-long resi-
dential discipleship program was started in this facility. This Teen Challenge program is still helping 
people change their lives in today! Due to its success, residential Teen Challenge centers began crop-
ping up in cities all across America. 

Most of the centers offer a 12-18 month residential program for men, women, boys, or girls. These 
centers are designed to help individuals learn how to live drug-free lives. The programs are discipline-
oriented and offer a balance of Bible classes, work assignments, and recreation. 

As of January 2002, at the beginning the 45th year, there were 178 Teen Challenge programs in the 
United States (7 in Michigan) and another 150 in other countries around the world. A study completed 
by NIDA in 1974 claimed an 86% success rate 7 years after graduation. Other studies have been com-
pleted since that time that confirmed those findings. 

The rest of the story of Teen Challenge is told in the best-selling book, The Cross and the Switchblade. 
This book has sold tens of millions of copies and has been translated into 35 different languages. An-
other exciting book that is available, Run Baby Run tells of notorious gang member Nicky Cruz who 
was one of David Wilkerson’ s early converts in New York City. Beyond the Cross and the 
Switchblade and The Cross is Still Mightier than the Switchblade also detail important early history of 
Teen Challenge. 

Teen Challenge has grown into one of the largest and most successful programs of its kind in the 
world. 
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Valentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s Day————A Sunday of A Sunday of A Sunday of A Sunday of 
LoveLoveLoveLove    

    

Come on Sunday, February 14thCome on Sunday, February 14thCome on Sunday, February 14thCome on Sunday, February 14th    

And Renew Your Wedding VowsAnd Renew Your Wedding VowsAnd Renew Your Wedding VowsAnd Renew Your Wedding Vows    
    

All are invited to come on this Sunday to renew your vows during the All are invited to come on this Sunday to renew your vows during the All are invited to come on this Sunday to renew your vows during the All are invited to come on this Sunday to renew your vows during the 
worship service.worship service.worship service.worship service.    

            

Renewing wedding vows can be a meaningful, touching, revivifying Renewing wedding vows can be a meaningful, touching, revivifying Renewing wedding vows can be a meaningful, touching, revivifying Renewing wedding vows can be a meaningful, touching, revivifying 
time for you and your children, family and friends. As a married cou-time for you and your children, family and friends. As a married cou-time for you and your children, family and friends. As a married cou-time for you and your children, family and friends. As a married cou-
ple, it is a time to pause and reflect on where you have been and ple, it is a time to pause and reflect on where you have been and ple, it is a time to pause and reflect on where you have been and ple, it is a time to pause and reflect on where you have been and 
where you are going.where you are going.where you are going.where you are going.        It is also a wonderful example to set for your It is also a wonderful example to set for your It is also a wonderful example to set for your It is also a wonderful example to set for your 
children and grandchildren.children and grandchildren.children and grandchildren.children and grandchildren.        Can you imagine a more beautiful Can you imagine a more beautiful Can you imagine a more beautiful Can you imagine a more beautiful 
scene than children watching their parents joining hands and hearts scene than children watching their parents joining hands and hearts scene than children watching their parents joining hands and hearts scene than children watching their parents joining hands and hearts 
as they affirm the magnitude and strength of their enduring love? as they affirm the magnitude and strength of their enduring love? as they affirm the magnitude and strength of their enduring love? as they affirm the magnitude and strength of their enduring love? 
What greater life/love lesson? True love does not wither or die.What greater life/love lesson? True love does not wither or die.What greater life/love lesson? True love does not wither or die.What greater life/love lesson? True love does not wither or die.        It It It It 
merely ripens. merely ripens. merely ripens. merely ripens.     

In addition a special blessing will be shared with our children, sin-In addition a special blessing will be shared with our children, sin-In addition a special blessing will be shared with our children, sin-In addition a special blessing will be shared with our children, sin-
gles, widows and those who may be attending with their significant gles, widows and those who may be attending with their significant gles, widows and those who may be attending with their significant gles, widows and those who may be attending with their significant 

other.  Love has no boundaries.  other.  Love has no boundaries.  other.  Love has no boundaries.  other.  Love has no boundaries.      

Anytime love is present we celebrate God.  Anytime love is present we celebrate God.  Anytime love is present we celebrate God.  Anytime love is present we celebrate God.      

    

“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”    
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February 16th February 16th February 16th February 16th     

    5:305:305:305:30----7:30 p.m7:30 p.m7:30 p.m7:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
Fat Tuesday or Shrove Tuesday is the last day before Lent begins.   
 
Tradition has it that many cultures historically would use the “fat” of their foods and 
cook a feast using such foods.  Word origins also suggest a link to our English word 
confession.  Out of this tradition comes the celebration of many cultures eating spe-
cific foods prior to Lent beginning.  The celebration of Marti Gras is also linked to 
this time before Lent. 
 
We are planning our third Shrove Tuesday Dinner here at the church.  It will be a sim-
ple pancake supper with sausage.  We will collect a free will offering at the meal to 
cover expenses and support our Confirmation Camp Fund Raising.  A sign up sheet 
will be in the Foyer to give us a better idea to plan on how many will be attending. 
 
If you would like to help with the dinner, please call the office and sign up.  Again 
this year our new(er) member families along with our Confirmation Students will be 
serving to help coordinate this event.  This is a great place to offer to assist if you 
have not volunteered lately or are looking for a way to volunteer or just get to know 
each other.   
Sign up sheets and further contact information will be posted in the Foyer . 

Tentative  
Lenten Schedule 

 
February 16th 
“Fat Tuesday” 

Shrove Dinner 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 
February 17th 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
11:00 a.m. & 7:00pm  Worship 

 
Mid-Week Lenten Worship 

7:00 p.m. 
February 24th 

March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Meals served 
 5:30-6:45pm 

 
Holy Week              
Services 

 
March 28th 

Palm Sunday  
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
April 1st 

Maundy Thursday 
7:00 p.m. 

 
April 2nd 

Good Friday 
12-3 p.m. Reflective 
7:00 p.m. Tenbrae  

 
April 4th 

Easter Sunday 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast served  

8:45-10:15 a.m. 

Worship TimesWorship TimesWorship TimesWorship Times    
Sunday   -  8:00 a.m.& 10:30 

a.m. 
 

“Come As You Are Worship”“Come As You Are Worship”“Come As You Are Worship”“Come As You Are Worship”    
 Wednesdays– 7:00 p.m.  

 
 



ZION EV.  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
  
 FINANCIAL REPORT -  12/31/09 
 

 General Fund 
12/1/09 Balance 10,891.82 
December Income 21,755.74 
December Expenditures (19,309.03) 
12/31/09 Balance   $  13,338.53 
 
 Budgeted - Needed Weekly (General) - $4,365.38 
 
 General Fund - 
As of 12/31/09 - $23,147.87 Below Budget 
 

Being a Treasurer of a church is not an easy job.  It is a job of  immense responsibility.  Judy Warmbier has done a 
superb job in this council position and we thank her for her dedication to Zion.  This will be the last report from           
Judy as her term is completed.  Cathy Schultz will be filling the role as our new treasurer beginning in February.   
Again thanks to Judy for all of the time and excellent work she donated.  

 
 

 
NOIZY Offering 

The Noizy Offering will continue to be collected for the relief effort in Haiti through the month of February.  
There will be one exception which will be noted on February 7th when we will not collect a Noizy change 
collection, but rather have a special offering for the Youth Teen Challenge organization that will be assisting 
with worship on that day. 
 
 
 

 
Thrivent Financial Members Invited to Join in $3 million Helping Haiti Effort 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members who want to make a financial contribution to support disaster          
response efforts in Haiti can have their donations to one of four Lutheran relief agencies multiplied by the 
fraternal benefit society. 
To participate, visit www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti and make a contribution to one of the following: 

Lutheran World Relief 
ELCA Disaster Response 
LCMS World Relief/Human Care 
WELS Committee on Relief 

 Thrivent Financial will add $1 to every $2 its members donate, up to a total 
Thrivent Financial contribution of $1 million. That means a potential of $3 million 
or more to support relief efforts: $2 million + from its members and $1 million 
added by Thrivent Financial. 
 For questions or alternative ways to donate through this program, please call                      
800-236-3736. When promoted, say “directory” and enter ext. 83003.  

Bob LaDuke 
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Missions – 
Total Received thru 12/31/09          18,293.06 
Pledge $1,649.17/mo x 11 mo        $18,140.87 
   Above Pledge thru 12/31/09        $ 152.19 
 
  
 OTHER FUND BALANCES AS OF 12/31/09 
Building $149,474.72 
Family Wish Memorials $5,923.23 
Special Givings Fund $39,788.40 
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Making a Lasting Impact 

When you die, a will reflects your stewardship of the blessings you have received.  
Your bequest to the Endowment Fund ensures that the church’s mission will 

have a lasting impact on future generations. 
Four Easy Steps to a Meaningful Bequest: 

Decide what to give. 

See your attorney to create or modify your will 
or living trust. 

 
Name Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Endowment Fund as a beneficiary. 

 
 Inform the endowment committee so that we can make 

certain your intentions are understood. 
 

 For more information, contact Sandy Worner (326-0688). 
 

 Thank you for your continued support in the Birthday Challenge! 
 

 Endowment Balance as of 1/5/2010:  $2,023.17 
Donation Target:  $10,000 by 10/31/2010 

Remember:  Your donations are tax deductible. 
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A NOTE  from Jenny — 

  
Greetings, and Happy February! 
 

     It's hard to believe that we are now into February.  Choir is in 
full swing, but we would welcome any new singers.  We meet on  
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.!   
 

    The strings/gospel group is continuing to play during the winter 
months.  If you are interested in joining them, please contact me!  
They meet on Monday nights and play the 3rd Sunday of every 
month.   
 

    If there is anyone interested in doing special music, and I have not been in contact with you,      
please let me know, as we would love to have you!  
 

    My office hours will continue to be on Monday and Wednesday afternoons from noon-?  I can also 
be met by appointment.   
 

    I hope everyone has a great month!  See you in church!  
 

Jenny 

 
 
 
 

“Ringers” 
The Handbell Group “Ringers” are playing once a month.  This group varies in members due to  
individuals schedules.  If you are a proficient “ringer” or a “new” ringer and would like to                      
participate, please contact, Sandy Schwan, the Hand Bell Director, 692-0236. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Musical Thanks” to the five individuals that participated in the “Church Piano Recital” on     
January 24th.  Your talents were enjoyed by the very appreciative individuals that stayed for                               
the potluck and then the recital.   
 
Thanks again for sharing your 3-G’s = “God Given Gifts”.  
 

Jenny Harding—Our Music Director—Playing piano for 24 years 
Gideon Paetz— College Student—Playing piano for 12 years 
Marissa Dobulis– High School Freshman—Playing piano for 8 years 
Ashtyn Hare—7th Grader—Playing piano for 4 months 
Kara Dobulis—6th Grader—Playing piano for 6 years 
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The Next Regularly schedule Ministry of Women’s Planning meeting 
will be held on Monday, February 8th.  Topics on the agenda will be: 
• Finalizing planning for the Women’s Annual Pampered party 
• Working on the calendar of events for the year for all women 
• Discussing NOIZ Scholarships for the graduating class of 2010 
• Spring Rummage 
• LWR projects—School Bags, April Baby Shower (April 18th) 
All Women of the church are members of the Women’s Group.                                                                
Monthly planning meetings are open to all that wish to attend. 
 
 

 
Women’s Annual Pampered Party                                                                                                
This annual event is scheduled for Monday, February 15th, 7:00 p.m.                
at the Memorial Park Building.   
The Women’s Board of Zion began this evening as a THANK YOU to              
all the Zion ladies that help throughout the year with their volunteerism.  
There is no cost to anyone attending.  Come get ready to be pampered.  

We have hair dressers, nail technicians, facial wax technician, foot and hand waxing, masseuses            
and lots of yummy finger foods.    
A Sign up sheet is in the foyer.  We are having a deadline to sign up, as we do need a head count  
on how many are coming by Sun., Feb. 7th  as space is limited.   This year because of the great 
response, we are asking for Adults and H.S. girls only. 
         
 
Rummage News 
• Now that we are holding the Spring and Fall Rummages from the AC building, we are able to 

accept rummage from the membership at any time.  If you have any rummage that you would 
like to bring in early, please call Shirley Seitz (695-5158) and she will set up a time for you to 
meet her and gladly accept your gift to Zion.  

• Remember: The Spring Rummage is April 22nd, 23rd, 24th—9am-4pm 
• WE ARE GETTING HEAT!!  A 4000 watt heater (cube shape) that draws approx. 20 amps is 

being installed.   The industry standard for sizing electric heaters is to use a 1.5 watt per square 
foot of coverage.  We have approx. 1430 square feet so using that formula we should be able to 
get by with 2200 watts of heat.  The unit has a blower as part of the unit and it also can be used 
as a fan by turning on "fan Only".   Many thanks to Bob LaDuke who coordinated this project for the 
women.   
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Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                                                                       
At the January meeting it was decided to have our winter meetings in 
the afternoon. We will be meeting Thursday Feb. 4th and Mar. 4th at 
1:00 p.m.   In April we will go back to our regular meetings on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7pm.  We again have received a good 
supply of hats, mittens, scarf's and also some prayer shawls. Patty 
Paisley has taken the hats, mittens and scarf's to her work place where 
they are collecting them to be given away to different areas where there is a need.   This is the last 
month for making the hats, mittens and scarf's.  Some of our members will be asked to work on 
baby sweaters for our LWR Layette Project (baby shower in April).  The rest will go back to 
working on regular prayer shawls again. Hope to see some of our group back again after some 
health problems and others who haven't came because of not wanting to come out on cold dark 
evenings.  

God Bless and Peace, Shirley Seitz    
  
 
Military Collection  
The Women of the church are still collecting some items to be sent to the service men of our 
congregational family.    If you are able to provide some of the items, please put them in the dark 
blue duffle bag in the entry of church by March 14th.  A revised list of items will be posted in the 
foyer.  Note:  the Sunday School children made valentines to be sent for Valentine’s day.   
 
 
General Meeting 
Thanks to the 20 women that attended our General meeting in January.  A pink booklet has been 
placed in every women’s church mailbox with an abundance of information for all women.  Check 
it out, don’t miss out on any of the fun programs offered this 2010. 
                                                                                                Marsha Paetz—695-9397 
 
 
Ministry of Women’s Board 
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Peggy Ignatowski 
Jacque LaDuke 

Pam Miller 
Carole Nuffer 
Shirley Seitz 

 

Gloria Aaron 
Diane Dahley 
Barb Emerson 

Betty Hafer 
Johanna Horadan 

 

Bonnie Vasold 
Pat Rickman (Sec.) 
Kathy Toth (Treas.)  

Tammy Barton (V.P.) 
Marsha Paetz (Pres.). 



FEBRUARY  2010 

 

Memorials 
Given in Memory of Wilma Hall 
    4th Tuesday Meal:  Dick Hall 
 
Given in Memory of Esther Stirrett 
    Family Wishes:  Bonnie & Paul Vasold, Jan Hennink 
    Music Ministry:  Ralph & Daina Barthel 
 
Given in memory or Nora Voit 
    Boiler Fund:  Ruth & Rudy Castagnier 
 

Births  
Peggy & Pat Ursuy, welcomed twins, Patrick Joseph Jr. and Joseph Patrick to their family on 

November 18th.  Patrick and Joseph join their siblings, Jesse Bruns, Kevin, Travis and            
Sommer Hahn at their new home in Burt, Michigan. 

 
Mia Savannah Spindler was born on January 5th to Angel Bond & Jeremy Spindler.   Brother and 

Sister, C.J and Katie Bond were very excited to welcome Mia to their family.  Mia is the     
newest grandchild of Jacque & Bob LaDuke. 

 

  

The Senior Card Club  
Come play Euchre (or other card games) every other Thursday, 2-4:00 p.m. through the end of 
April.   Coffee will be provided; donations of cookies will be gladly accepted.   Come when you 
can leave when you must!    

February 4th & 18th 
March 4th & 18th 
April 8th & 29th  (dates moved a bit due to Maundy Thursday and the church rummage)  

 
 

 
Watch for Lots of Sign Up Sheets to be Going Up   
Check out where you can help out. 

 
Altar Flowers   Shrove Dinner Donations    
Women’s Pampering Party  Shrove Dinner Attendance (Conf. Camp Fundraiser) 
Card Club Desserts   Lenten Dinners Donations  
New Member Class   Lenten Dinners (Conf. Camp Fundraiser)   
Holy Week Volunteers for Worship  Easter Breakfast Attendance 
Spring Cleaning (inside)  Easter Breakfast Donations  (Conf. Camp Fundraiser) 
     Scrapbook Lunch  (Conf. Camp Fundraiser)   
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FEBRUARY  2010 

 
Confirmation Camp  

Praise the Lord!   We have 29 kids attending our Summer Confirmation Camp 
in July.    This group of kids involves, 9th-6th Graders.  What a wonderful 
blessing to have this many kids attending from one church.  But with every 
blessing there is also a  little bit of, shock....  This year our total camp costs are $8,565.  Total cost is 
$290 per child if paid by February, $350 is paid after  February.   We do ask each family to pay ap-
proximately 1/3 of the kids camp cost and the church picks us the rest.   A registration of $3,000 was 
sent into Living           Waters Ministries in January, and the rest of the monies will be sent in Febru-
ary.  By sending in the monies early we will be  saving over $1,700. The families involved with this pro-
gram will meet to plan FUNdraisers on January 31st.  Thanks to the Women’s Board for lending the 
Conf. Camp kids $5,000 to pay the early registration.  Listed below are a couple events that are al-
ready in the works.  Keep posted for more through-out the year. 

1. Beverage Can Collection: We are asking anyone that would 
like to bring in their beverage cans after Super Bowl Sun-
day.   We will be collecting all garbage bags FULL of cans on 
the 14th at church.  There may be another day that the 
kids go from house to house to collect cans. 

2. Shrove Dinner, Lenten Dinners & Easter Breakfast 

3. Scrapbook Crop Fundraiser:  Elaine Merrell and Kim 
Mattson are Coordinating this 2-day fundraiser.  Friday, 
April 16th-Sat., April 17th 9am-9pm here at Zion.                    
Registrations forms are available in the church office.  
They will be posted in the March Newsletter.   They would 
like to use members that are vendors of Stamping products, 
or scrapbook supplies.  We already have a Creative Memo-
ries representative to work at the Scrapbook Event. 

Even as we celebrate this wonderful opportunity for our Youth, 
we look at this blessing realistically and pray for the congregations support as this groups strives to 
raise all the funds they need.   

    

Retreat at Lu-Wix-E —February 20-21, 2010  

We will meet at Zion on Saturday, Feb. 20th at 10:00 a.m.    After packing up we will leave for St. 
John’s Retreat Center, Lu-Wix-E.  We will return on Sunday afternoon, February 21st  at            ap-
proximately at 3:00 p.m.  This retreat is for ALL Confirmation Students.  A Packet was sent in the 
mail.    

 

Tentative Schedule  

Sunday February 7th  Regular Class 12-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday February 21st   At the Retreat 
Sunday March 7th  Regular Class 12-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday March 21st Regular Class 12-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday March 28th  Lead Paslm Sunday Worship    8am & 10:30am 
Saturday April 3rd Prep Work for Easter Breakfast  (time to be set) 
Sunday April 4th Work at Easter Breakfast 
Sunday April 18th Regular Class 12-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday April 25th Regular Class 12-2:30 p.m.  
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January 31st  
2:15 a.m.  

FUNDRAISING 
Meeting 

For All Parents & 
Campers  Attending            

CONFIRMATION 
CAMP 



ZION EV.  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

From
 the Past

From
 the Past

From
 the Past

From
 the Past     

Thanks be God!  Another Lent, Another Year of Grace 
 
Lent is a time "out of stride" with everything around us. 
 
Usually we think that it is only we moderns who have felt the 
strangeness of Lent's call to "return to the Lord."  Not so.  Al-
most any of the Old or New Testament writings readily remind us 
that human beings in each generation are a stubborn and 
"stiff_necked" lot -- me, too, and how about you? 

 
We are not alone in this (although I sure no one is excited about this reminder).  Re-
gardless of how eloquently we defend our self_sufficiency or how silently we ignore 
him, God persists in calling us home, home to him.  That is what repentance is.  It is 
“returning to the Lord our God”.  It is about a renewed and reconciled relationship 
with God. 
 
Lent is a time to listen, hear, and answer again the invitation.  As "prodigal" as we 
have wasted God’s blessings to us.  God, too, is "prodigal" – remarkably extravagant 
– in granting the mercy we so desperately need. 
 
Through the Holy Spirit, God unceasingly "calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies" us 
to be his people.  It is God who calls and renews.  It is God who reaches out to us, 
who comes to us.  God’s faithfulness, not our piety, saves.  Joy at this wonder is what 
sends us back to asking again how we are to live, seeking a still deeper understanding, 
and desiring a more obedient heart. 
 
Thanks be to God!  Lent is a time when we may begin again.  "Return to the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love." 
 
  With warm regards, a Blessed Lent, 
     Rev. Philip Nordstrand 
 
 
 
Zion Ev. Lutheran Church March 2006 Newsletter 
Pastor Phil was the Interim pastor at Zion from June 2005 to June 2006 
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 Dear Zion Family,  
 A heartfelt thank you, to all of you who sent 
cards and prayers my way concerning the recent 
passing of my mother. Even though the event was 
expected and we thought we were prepared, the 
support from friends and family during this time 
was truly appreciated.   
Your Brother & Sister in Christ, 
Jim & Lauran Stirrett 
 
Please note: change of address is P.O. Box 533 
And we no longer have the phone number  695-2358 it is 
989-573-1370 
 
 
  
Thank you Pastor Rob, the prayer shawl group 
and our friends at Zion.  Words cannot express 
our thanks for all the phone calls, cards, food, and 
all the prayers for us.  We are sure all the prayers 
brought us through our problems.  The Good 
Lord has truly blessed us and has us both on the 
road to recovery again, thank you all. 
God bless you, 
Margie & Dale Schillings 
 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters of Zion, 
Thank you so very much for your thought and 
prayers for Rob and I.  The Prayer Shawls you 
sent are just beautiful; and mean so much. To 
both of us, We cherish them very much and want 
to thank you again from the bottom of our hearts.  
They are will us always on our beds and chairs.  
We feel the love and prayers you sent with them.  
We also want to thank Billy & Marlene Krauss for 
putting our names on your prayer list. 

God Bless All of You, 
All our Love & Thanks 
Janice and Robert Halm 

 
Thank you to all that sent Christmas Cards 
to me this past Christmas.  Your thoughtful-
ness was very much appreciated. 
                                 Gene Leaman 
 
 
We would like to tell you all how much it has 
meant to us to know you are all sending your 
thoughts and prayers for us. It has been a 
comfort just to know you are all there in our 
Father’s House and sending out your love to 
all of us who need it.  Hope to see you all 
soon. 

Bunches of good wishes to you all. 
Love to you all, 
Shirley & Fred Lonsway 
 

 
 
Dear brothers and sisters at Zion, 
What a wonderful surprise to find two beautiful, 
hand-crafted shawls in a box from Marlene & 
Billy Krauss.  I didn’t even know about the 
Prayer Shawl Ministries at Zion – what a marvel-
ous project!   It touched my heart that these 
shawls were blessed on the altar at church.  Even 
after thirty-five years, I still consider Freeland 
Zion “my home” church.  Enclosed, please find 
a small donation.  I hope that this will help in 
giving someone else such a pleasurable and com-
forting gift.  I apologize for not bring able to 
handwrite this note, but my MS has progressed 
to the point where I'm not able to do so. 

My sincere thanks, 
Sharon Bowan 

Sharon offered her musical talents & love as our Choir 
Director and Organist during her marriage to one of our 
previous pastor’s—Pastor Don Claggett 
 
  
Dear Board of Elders and Friends of Zion, 
Thank you very much for the Goodie Bag  and 
also the place of cookies.  I enjoyed them over 
the Holidays.  I wish all my friends at Zion a 
very Happy New Year. 
                                          Mildred Shotwell 
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Are you a part of the Zion Volunteer Team? 
 
Did you fill out a Time & Talent Sheet this Fall? 
 
If your answer to the first is yes, but the second is no.  First I thank you for 
your volunteerism, but you are still missing a great opportunity to be involved 
in the many ways to help out at Zion. 

 
At the present time I am only scheduling people to do jobs on Sundays, such as readers, assistants, 
greeters, etc... that filled out a Time and Talent Sheet.  I do know some of you that have done certain 
jobs in the past that are missing from the schedule because I didn’t receive a sheet.  This makes me sad 
and adds to my dilemma of how to use so few people in certain jobs, when I know there are others that 
would be willing to do it....... but I just don’t have the time to ask all of you personally. 
 
You may be thinking, here she goes again, asking for those Time and Talent Sheets......but they are a 
very important part of keeping Zion up and running.  Yes, we do a strive for these sheets in the Fall, but 
they are accepted ALL YEAR. 
 
As a member of Zion you are uniquely privileged to serve others through the ministry of volunteerism.  
You all possess unique gifts of the spirit and the gift to minister to others through volunteerism.  Jesus 
accepts us just as we are.  He offers us His unconditional love.  As servants, let us reach out with accep-
tance to all those around us. 
 

NEW YORK, April 29, 2009/ Troy Media/ — Employers like to hire candidates who 
have volunteering experience. In fact, many companies encourage their employees to 
volunteer a few hours a week; others run their own volunteer programs. But the im-
portance of volunteering for a worthwhile cause transcends a paycheck and career 
advancement. Volunteering is one of those rare and unique activities that can affect 
every aspect of your life - your career, relationships, faith journey. 

In the late 1990s, Martin Seligman, a professor of psychology at the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia said that the “highest level of sustained happiness comes 
when people can give a wider meaning to their lives. Helping others through politics, 
voluntary work or religion can help people to realize that there is something bigger 
and more important than them.” 

Several studies have found that regular volunteer work increases life expectancy, and is 
also good for your immune system and your nervous system. Just as proper diet and 
exercise promote good health, there is evidence that a healthy lifestyle should include 
a dose of volunteering. 

 
Holy Sundays and seasons are very tricky to schedule.  I am not aware of who will be in town for cer-
tain holidays.  With this in mind I am putting up a sign up sheet for Lenten & Holy Week Volunteers 
for Worship:   Please check out the sheet to see if you can help in any way:  Greeters, Assistants, Com-
munion assistants, readers, crucifers, acolytes, etc.... 
 

Thanks for All You Do and Keep Volunteering where ever you can, 
                             

                                                                    Marsha 
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Teen ChallengeTeen ChallengeTeen ChallengeTeen Challenge    
With us on Sunday, February 7th at 

both services 

Shrove Dinner
Shrove Dinner
Shrove Dinner
Shrove Dinner 

Tuesday,  

February 16th 

5:30-7:30pm 

 

A Sunday of Love
A Sunday of Love
A Sunday of Love
A Sunday of Love    

Come on Sunday,  
February 14th 

“Valentines Day” 
 

During worship couples will be invited to renew their wedding vows.  


