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Dear Zion Family, 
 

As we begin a new year, 2012, what does that mean to you personally, to your 
family and to our church?  A new beginning can take place because we now 
can say it is a new year.  And at times it takes something as big as a new year 
to bring about the fortitude and courage to bring about change.  If that is what 
it takes for you then great; use it, jump all over it, and figure out what God is 
calling you to do and be in your life.     

 

But be advised, the chance to start again, the courage, strength and wisdom to live a new life 
is not new.  It started over 2000 years ago at the birth, life, death and then resurrection of            
Jesus Christ.  It starts with baptism.  It starts with daily prayer and worship.  Our daily life in 
faith is a new beginning.   
 

I understand the difficulty that exists in creating change within self, family, work, church and 
other aspects of life.  I understand what it takes to keep battling addictions, habits and behav-
iors.  I fight those fights every day.  And by the grace of God, some are won!  And by the 
grace of God, some remain a thorn in my flesh as the apostle Paul writes.  But I live to fight 
because I have faith.  How about you? 
 

This connection between our every day life and every day faith is our call from God!  It is not 
about salvation, and eternal life.  That gift is given in grace.  It is about this world, here, now, 
in this present moment.  It is about bringing the reality of Christ in the world today.   You  
either live your faith, or you take it for granted and ignore it.  Not much in the middle here. 
 

The problem is, people have lost the will to fight.  People have just plain given up on any 
change.  People simply accept their lives as being good enough.  Or worse, accept their lot in 
life will always stink.  And then just quit.  It does not have to be this way.  Faith = the courage 
to battle.   
 

Our church is being called into a new direction, a new life.  It will require courage and work.  
And that courage and work is living our faith.  You will either be a part of this, or a barrier to 
growth.  It involves a choice and action.  Again, I am not talking about salvation, but rather 
doing and being what God is calling into action through our baptism and faith. 
 

Connecting our life and faith does make a difference.  It makes a difference in this present 
moment of life for us and others.  It does change the world.  I invite you into the deepest hon-
esty you can muster to evaluate your daily life and daily faith.   
 

No matter what or how you live, God loves you, and gives you grace.  I encourage you, urge 
you, and challenge you to take action and live what you believe.  Participate in the call and 
direction of our church.  But remember it starts with you as an individual. 
 

Happy New Year, 
 



 
 

2012 Leadership Meeting 
All 2012 Board Members are urged to attend this  

meeting on  
Tuesday, January 17th, 7:00 p.m.   

This is the first meeting of  the year for Leaders of                                                    
Ministry Boards and Groups.    

This evening is considered your “monthly meeting” for January.                                                               
Our agenda will be to plan for a new year, to set monthly meeting 

dates for all boards/groups, etc....   
Your attendance is important!  

FYI:  All newly voted officers begin their term on February 1, 2012. 
 

Council will meet on January 24th at 7:00 p.m. 
This is the chairperson of  each board, and the executive board. 

 
 
 

Church Staff  
Rev. Robert Schmidt       
695-9626                                                                    
freelandpastor@sbcglobal.net  
 

Marsha Paetz                         
Administrative Assistant             
695-9626                                   
marshapaetz@sbcglobal.net 
 

Jenny Harding                              
Director of Music                           
737-4620                                                  
blueblue@charter.net 
 

Sandy Schwan                                            
Handbell Director                                    
692-0236                                          
slschwan@earthlink.net   
 

Renee Sullivan                      
Wedding Coordinator                       
642-2532  
 

Sally Schlader                          
Janitress                                         
695-9056 
 
Executive Council 
President 
     John Rivett 
Vice-President 
     Cindy Frazier  
Treasurer 
     Cathy Schulz  
Secretary 
     Kathy Smith  
 
Council Chairpersons 
Ministry of Elders 
     Brenda Bluem   
Ministry of Worship 
     Pastor Rob  
Ministry of Property 
     Tom Laatsch 
Ministry of Deacons 
     Gary Miller 
     Jim Stirrett 
Ministry of Parish Education 
     Margarette Diechman 
Ministry of Women 
     Marsha Paetz 
Stewardship Ministry  
      Jan Hennink 
InReach/Out Reach Ministry  
     Kathy Bell 
 
Contact Information  
Phone: 695-9626     
zionelca@sbcglobal.net 
Church Website:    
www.zionfreeland.org   

Epiphany begins on January 6th, and ushers in a 
new “season” of the Christian year lasing nine 

weeks,  continuing until Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent.  Epiphany Day is the day of the 
adoration of the magi (wise men).  Tradition has it 
that they actually came to visit the Christ-child at a 
time later than the night of his birth, even though 

we are quite used to seeing them portrayed in 
crèches an being present a the stable on                     

Christmas Eve. 
Epiphany was, in fact, the first accepted date for celebrating Christmas.                         

During the 4th century, most of the Christian church observed the nativity during 
this time, and even after December 25th was settled upon as the date to celebrate 

Christmas, Epiphany played an important role.  The Christmas celebrations 
which began on December 25th culminated in the “Twelfth Night”                             

celebration of Epiphany.  That is the tradition behind the song                                      
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

 

The word “Epiphany” means “appearing” or “manifestation”.   
 

The season celebrates the appearing of  the Truth, or the revela-
tion  

of  God in Jesus Christ as Savior and Redeemer. 
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 Is God Calling You to ACTION! 
 

One of the ways we live our faith is through the honest identification and sharing of our joys and 
struggles in life.  We can do this in a variety of ways in a church.  Small groups are a great way to 
establish relationships and serve the church. 
 
We have many service groups and ministries that exist.  Each ministry is a small group.  There is 
also a need for more small groups.  There is a need to connect our life and faith through mutual 
care and support. 
 
I ask each one of you to consider what type of group would help you grow in your faith, and help 
you in your daily life.  As you consider what that may be, pray and ask God for the courage and 
direction to help organize and form that group. 
 
God is calling us into action with our lives.  It is time to act.   
 
I have had requests from our local nursing homes to establish a one on one visiting ministry for 
some of the lonely residents and no one to organize this group.  I have heard it discussed about 
creating a card and craft ministry that can be used to welcome aging community members for ac-
tivities or be brought on the road and no organizers of such a group. 
 
We have puppets in boxes, with a stage and sound system and no one to lead this small ministry 
group. 
 
We have so many ideas, needs and ways to grow pour church, and bring Christ into the world, but 
no organizers, no participants because we have no organizers. 
 
Are there any people that would just like to volunteer to assist me, your thinly stretched out pastor 
to help organize, encourage, assist and manage our small group ministries?  
 
Who among you will step forward to serve on one of at least three new groups that will be focus-
ing upon the recommendations of our Long Range Planning Team? 
 
Every Idea needs a shepherd to guide it to life.  Are you that Shepherd? 
 
I welcome your contact in regards to these matters.   If you are interested contact Pastor Rob di-
rectly by phone (695-9626) or e-mail at freelandpastor@sbcglobal.net.   
 
Pr. Rob 
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Faithfully Caring and Faithfully Struggling 
 
In the fall the development of small groups was written about and discussed in a few 
newsletters.  Dates and descriptions for these groups are now set as follows: 
 
 
Jan 8th at 9:15 am between services will be a group meeting for all “Faithfully                    
Caring”.  This group is all care givers defined as those caring for aging parents, ill fam-
ily or friends, family or friends that need regular care from congenital conditions, or 
anyone else that simply wants to share their experience as a care giver to others for mu-
tual support, care and ideas and spiritual support. 
 
Monday Jan. 9th at 6:30 pm all interested members in our "Faithfully Struggling" 
group are invited to gather at church.  This group can serve as an entry level group for 
those who have addictions, disease, disorders, personality disorders or anything else 
they may be wishing to discuss and share their struggle with others that would like to 
faithfully grow through their personal issues.  This can include those that have some 
struggle with accepting themselves as they are in terms of body shape, size or abilities, 
and even those struggling through recent loss of any kind.  This is a wild card group.   
 
With both of these groups, the point is to gather people that are willing to understand 
God is present with us in our struggles.  Based upon interest, perhaps one or two small 
groups may form for mutual support.   
 
The initial meetings will be about establishing meeting times, location and how the 
group will function.  We will stress the role of faith, trust and confidentiality in our 
meetings.  As we initially gather we will discuss when we will meet and how often. 
 
Pastor Rob will serve in the initial phase of establishing the groups.  The goal is to cre-
ate mutual support and self-sustainability.   
 
If you are interested contact Pastor Rob directly by phone (695-9626) or e-mail at                      
freelandpastor@sbcglobal.net.  You may also simply show up to the first meeting.   
 
 
Pr. Rob 
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Steward Story 

 

Time and Talent (our individual gifts)…..Each of us has been given an abundance of 
both.  How, where, and why we choose to use them is a personal decision we each 

make.   Is this an area where you could help make a difference? 
 
 

The God Sighting Devotional Project 
 
How have you seen God at work in your life?  How has God shown that he is present with you 
today?   This is the whole idea behind the God Sightings Lenten Devotional project. The God 
Sightings Project has been carried on here at Zion for five years now. In order to continue the 
tradition, we need lots of participants: 
 

You are needed — please consider submitting your own personal story 

A volunteer to receive and collect these stories 

A volunteer to type the stories (some come handwritten.) 

A volunteer who is able to add appropriate Bible verses to each story 

Volunteers who could provide art work 

A volunteer who is able to prepare the project for printing. This involves using a computer 
program to format the stories. 

 
We are thankful for these people who have helped make the devotional booklet possible in the 
past:  Kathy Smith, Jon McQuinn, Sarah Wagner, Sharon Frank, Carol Little, Marsha Paetz, 
Sara Glynn-Dishaw, Cory Nuffer, Hillary Norfleet, Jackie Munger, Pastor Rob 

 
Deadlines for the 2012 God Sightings will be upon us before 

we know it! Planning needs to begin now. How can you be 
involved in this opportunity? 

 
For information contact Marsha Paetz. 
 

“Connecting Everyday Life With Everyday Faith” 
 

Your Stewardship Ministry Team 
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Annual General Meeting/Potluck  - Marsha Paetz  
Sunday January 22nd following the 10:30 worship.  All women of Zion are urged to 
attend this potluck/meeting.  The agenda for this gathering will be: Christian Fellowship, 
voting in new officers for 2012, discussion of where our Women’s organization is going, 
how are we helping?  This is a great time for newer members to come and see “What the 
Women’s Ministry is all about”.   There are many women ready and willing to help you 
feel right at home. 
 

Zion Scrapbooking Weekend—January 13-15, 2012  
Don’t forget to sign up to work on their photo albums on this weekend.   This is a great                
opportunity for Christian fellowship while we accomplish “uninterrupted”  the making of 
keepsakes for our families.   We gather at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lu-Wix-E Retreat             
Center on Wixom Lake.  A short 45 minutes from home.     Cost will be $50 for this weekend, 
and a crock pot of food.   More information  will be sent to those that sign up.  If cost is a 
problem, please talk to Marsha. 
  

  
Stepping Up: A Journey Through the Psalms of Ascent - by Beth Moore                           
—Vicki Lundstrom 
This is a 6-week women's Bible study of Psalms 120-134. Traveling pil-
grims sang these psalms both on the way to the great festivals of the 
LORD and as key elements of the worship at those festivals. Just as a 
song or poem can express feelings of fear, doubt, hope, and joy, these 15 
psalms model how we can voice our own petitions and praises to our 
God, who is always available and ready to hear us.   Explore the major 
feasts of Israel and journey with Beth through this 6 session study. 
Themes of unity, joy, gratitude, redemption, repentance, the power of 
blessings, facing ridicule, and more are explored in detail. Modern-day 
believers in Jesus Christ can learn much from these treasured Psalms in 
their journey toward greater intimacy with God. 
A sign up will be available in January via poster/interest 
sheets.      Watch for start dates in February. 
 
Rummage News  - Shirley Seitz 
We are still sorting rummage on the first and third Mondays of the month from 12 to 3.                      
Collecting rummage at this time any other time you can contact one of us and make arrange-
ment to meet you at the AC building.   Always looking for help during the sorting. We are 
still collecting  brown grocery bags from Pats or Kroger’s. grocery stores.               
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Shirley Seitz  
Our next meeting is Thurs.,  Jan 5th at 1pm. We are making hats scarfs and mittens along with 
prayer shawls. We gave over 40 pieces of hat scarfs and mittens to the Co-Operative Preschool 
that meets here at Zion to be given out with their giving tree project. Anyone wishing for a 
prayer shawl for any reason contact the office or  Shirley Seitz. 
 

 Marsha Paetz 695-9397 President 
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Gloria Aaron 
Diane Dahley 

Barbara Egbert 
Barb Emerson 

Betty Hafer 
Peggy Ignatowski 

Jacque LaDuke 
Pam Miller 

Carole Nuffer 
Helen Rossow 
Darlene Roth 
Shirley Seitz 
Kathy Smith 

Bonnie Vasold 
Pat Rickman (Sec.) 
Kathy Toth (Treas.)  

Gia Locke (V.P.) 
Marsha Paetz (Pres.). 
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Women’s Retreat – 2012 

  
Bible Study: Loving Well / Beth MooreBible Study: Loving Well / Beth MooreBible Study: Loving Well / Beth MooreBible Study: Loving Well / Beth Moore 

May 4 – 5:30-9:30 pm 
May 5 – 9:30 am -5:30 pm  

Hosted by: Women of Ascension – Saginaw and Women of Zion – Freeland 
Location: Ascension – Saginaw 

 
All Women Are Invited of Saginaw and Midland County are invited… 

This Bible Study is non-denominational….. 
 

The Saginaw County 30831 Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans invites                                                    
Thrivent Financial members and their personal guests  

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

Planning Meeting: Sunday, January 15 – 9:45 a.m. / Zion Sanctuary 
  
Retreat Coordinators (set detail, manage coordination, pray) :  
  Vicki Lundstrom/Z and Joyce Richardson/A 
Prayer Team: Caroline, Bonni, Sharon, Diane (praying for planning team and participants) 
Administration: Diane Dahley (funding), Patty Paisley (budget) – Cheryl Huebner, Jennifer 
Dickie/Ascension 
Music Coordination: Jenny Harding 
MC – Mistress of Ceremonies – Lorna Arndt/Ascension 
  

Additional volunteers to serve in many planning and implementation tasks are needed –         
is this you??? 

  
Consider: 
Worship – song/music/devotion 
Administration – program/soundboard, budget, prepare Power Points (agenda/words for 
music) 
Promotion – registration/poster distribution-collection/retreat tools – tote/journal/pens/
chocolate 
Game/Skit – ice breaker and/or humor (materials provided) 
Decoration – tables/rooms/sanctuary – flowers, table clothes, prize donations 
Small-Group – facilitate after video session (materials provided) 
Food Organizer/Hostess – plan snacks/lunch (caterer-lunch, plan snacks), greeters (w/
registration) 
Facility – set up/clean up – prepare for Sunday’s worship at ALC – first aid 
Child Care – plan for workers, snacks, sign in for parent, decide cost/how to pay/                             
New Orleans $ ??? 
Photographer/Historian (for web sites) 
  
Let me add you to our team….. 
Vicki: 695-2086 hm, 284-6125 cell;   cvlundstrom@charter.net (email) 
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Confirmation Notes from December 4th  — Ilmars Dobulis 
 Our class began with some Christmas decorating.  Then we dove into trying to decide if the Ten 
Commandments applied to situations we encounter in every day life at school, at home, with 
friends, etc.  After lunch Pastor led a discussion about the 6th Commandment, “You shall not com-
mit adultery”.         

We enjoyed yummy hot dogs, chips, Santa cookies, and brownies for our lunch.  Thank you to the 
Leuenberger and Dobulis families! 

 As a reminder, the confirmation program is more than just attending the confirmation 
classes.  It includes attending worship services and serving the church (examples:  be an acolyte, 
a crucifer, or helping with the children’s church during sermons).  Students attending worship 
should fill out Worship Notes and return them (parents can also complete the Notes and com-
pare to see if they received the same message as the kids!).  If someone visits a different 
church, just write a brief summary of the sermon on a sheet of paper, put your name on it and 
date it, and turn it in the next time you are at Zion.    
  

Confirmation Camp  

The date for our Summer Confirmation Camp has been set for July 8th-13th, 2012.    All infor-
mation has been sent out by emails and placed in the church mailboxes.  This includes all 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade kids about this great week of fun and fellowship.   We will need to know who is 
planning on attending Stony Lake Confirmation Camp by January 2nd. So start talking and plan-
ning.   We have scholarships for those wishing to attend but have financial difficulties at this 
time.  Please let Pastor Rob know.     

 

Schedule of Classes  
 January 8th & 29th;  February 12th & 26th;  March 11th  & 25th;  April 15th & 29th ; May 20th   
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Thank you, Thank you, Thank you 
 

Never seems like enough but here it goes.  Thank you to all who helped with the 
Christmas Program – to my teachers for all their support and help.                                   
To the parents for making sure their children were there for all the practices.                    
To Bonnie Barko and Jeff Diechman for always being my right and left hands                      
during this program.  And most import—thank you to our kids—for all their hard                       
work and sharing their many talents with all of us. If I forgot anyone—                            
thank you to you also.  So many lend a hand in different ways to                                               
make this all possible.                                           
I hope you have a Blessed Holiday and we will see you                                      
all back at Sunday School on January 8th. 

Merry Christmas 
Margarette Diechman 
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Death this past month 
Jack Olbis—uncle of Kathy Smith 
Ken David—friend of June Roenicke 
Melvin Jones—father in law of Rhonda Jones 
John Keidel– father of Bruce Keidel 
Dick Hall passed on December 14th away af-
ter a long fight with cancer.  His memorial 
service will be held on January 14th at Zion. 
 
Memorials Given                                                                                                                                    
 

Given in Memory of John Keidel 
 Boiler Fund:  Art & Peggy Weber 
 
Given in Memory of Bill Hayes 
     Family Wishes:  Local 104 
 
Given in Memory of Dick Hall 
      Boiler Fund:  Elaine Delaney 

SAGINAW METRO MINISTRIES 
FOOD PANTRY 

  
    Thanks much to the nine volun-
teers who graciously gave of their 
time and effort at the Saginaw Metro 
Ministries Food Pantry distribution 
on Dec. 8. This was a GREAT turn-
out, and these volunteers cheerfully 
led 79 families through the pantry in 
two hours. Zion’s next turn to help 
out at the pantry will be in the early 
spring. Several members have asked 
me for the date, and as soon as I get 
one, I’ll publish it here. 
  

Jon McQuinn 

    Dear Zion Family, 
  

    Thank you all for all your prayers, 
cards, and love that you have shown me 
during my time of chemo.  I am getting 
better with each treatment. 

    Blessings to you all, 
  

                                Bonni Vasold 

Hi Marsha, 

Had a fine time at the Christmas dinner on the 
12th, the ladies did a great job of coordinating the 
food didn’t they?  So sorry Bonnie couldn’t be 
here to enjoy it with the rest us. You, of course, 
went the extra mile, as you always seem to do to 
pull the whole thing together and make sure all 
have a good time.  I’m already looking forward to 
next year. 

So, thanks to you and Peggy Ignatowski, Bonnie 
Vasold and Jacque LaDuke for an evening of fel-
lowship and fun! 

Barbara Egbert 
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Special Thanks to all that Helped this Past Advent  & Christmas Season 
 

To EVERYONE that helped with the Bazaar…..Women, Men, Youth, Kids….You are Awesome! 
To Jacque LaDuke on all her work on the Holiday Food Baskets (Thanksgiving and Christmas); Thanks to 
Gia Locke  and Bob LaDuke for their help to Jacque... 
To Peggy Weber for working on the Giving Tree ..... Again! 
To Peggy Ignatowski, Jacque LaDuke and Bonnie Vasold for planning the Women’s Christmas Gathering.  
Thanks to the 40 ladies who came and heard what time of Christmas Ornament they are. 
All Congregational Leaders that are leaving boards….thank you again for your service... 
To Shirley Seitz, Betty Scherzer, Judy Warmbier and Elaine Delaney for working in the Rummage area 
each Monday  (in our down season). 
To all that helped with the “Warm Clothes Drive” this past month. 
Tim Vasicek and Logan for spending ‘Hours” on setting up our 4 Christmas Trees in the church. 
To Judy & Jim Warmbier and Kristina Saenz for helping me with the decorating on November 21st .. 
To Sandy Schwan, Taylor Hinkley, Sally Schlader and Pastor for helping me again with the decorating of 
the sanctuary for Christmas on Nov. 27th …. 
To the confirmation Kids for finishing decorating the Sanctuary Trees on December 4th …. 
To All that helped with the S.S. Christmas program:  Special thanks to Margarette Diechman and          
Bonnie Barko… 
Everyone that help in worship on Sunday and Wednesday…. 
To Bob LaDuke for taking over the “outdoor sign” from my pile of jobs…..YEAH! 
To Dave Smith for putting in “lots” of new electrical socket up in the choir loft… 
To Tom Laatsch for all of his work on the new boiler and to Bob LaDuke for his support of Tom… 
To all of the Long Range Planning Committee for their dedication to Zion: Richard Wirtz, Todd & Diane 
Crawford, Margarette Diechman, Ralph Flatt, Cindy Frazier, Jason Rutkiewicz, Jeff Schram, Dianne Shap-
pee, John Rivett, Pastor Rob…. 
To all who helped with the Keidel funeral luncheon… 
To everyone that provided music to enhance our worship experience this past Advent and Christmas…. 
To Ralph Flatt for leading the new Bible Study meeting on Sunday mornings… 
To the In/Out Reach Committee for coordinating the Christmas Progressive Dinner… 
Thank you to all that send Christmas Cards to our shut-ins….I know they appreciated it… 
To all the parents that are working so diligently on the Youth Fundraisers for the ELCA Youth Gather-
ing...special thanks to Sheryl Krenzke and Lindsay Susalski… 
To the Congregation that is so graciously supporting the Youth fundraisers…. 
To all that helped on Christmas Eve worship services to make them special…... 
 

If I’ve forgotten you….tell me!  I’ll give you a belated hug for “high 5”!!! 
 
 
Spotlight on our Kids 
If you see one of our small Lutherans doing something special….jot me a note and I will include it in our 
NL.  This is a great way to give our kids/youth a “pat on the pack” or “shout out”  or a “high 5”, however 
you put it….a chance to praise our kids for being involved here at Zion.  Listed below are a couple I no-
ticed.  This is a great way we can show our kids that we really do see their good deeds…. 
 
Taylor Beltz—came to decorate the church on decorating day…. 
Adam Pacholke—was seen singing and following the worship service while he was acolyte… 
Chloe Savage and Bryden Susalski designed bulletin covers … 
All of the Sunday School shared the “Greatest Gift” at their Christmas Program… 

 
Thanks Again Everyone….You make my job easier, 

Marsha 



D
id

 Y
ou

 K
no

w?
D

id
 Y

ou
 K

no
w?

D
id

 Y
ou

 K
no

w?
D

id
 Y

ou
 K

no
w?

    
     Z ION EV.  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Soup Luncheon for All 
The Thrivent members of Zion are hosting a soup luncheon for the congregation following the 
10:30 a.m. service on January 8, 2012.  All Zion members are invited.   All questions to Diane 
Dahley. 
 
InReach OutReach News 
Wild Game Dinner in February….keep posted for details. 
 
CPR Training 
Have you ever noticed the White Box on the wall by the coat rack in the Narthex?  If yes...do 
you know what it is for?  It is an E.E.D. an Automatic Electronic  
Defibrillator.  On Thursday, January 19th at 6:30 p.m. we will be hosting CPR and AED training.  
Anyone and everyone is welcomed for this training.  There is not charge, unless you wish to 
have a card.  Then there will be a minimal charge.  There will be a sign up sheet for anyone 
interested.  Any questions contact Jeff or Margarette Diechman.  Please consider taking this life 
saving class...you never know when you may need it. 
 
Stephen Ministry News 
Have you ever?>>>> Lost a loved one? Lost a job? Gone through a divorce? Experienced fi-
nancial setbacks? Struggled in any way?  Stephen Ministers are God’s representatives who 
bring his love to those who are hurting.  God is waiting to make a difference in their lives 
through you!  The Stephen Leaders are accepting applications for training in the first class of 
Stephen Ministers.  Applications are available at Zion Lutheran Church in Sagainawor by calling 
Sara Ostrander at 781-2481.  Please return your applications by January 10th.  Interviews for 
Stephen Ministers will begin January 16th. 
 
Newsletter Changes 
This winter we will begin implementing some changes with our monthly newsletter.  This publi-
cation will soon become “electronic”.  It will not be mailed. 
You will be able to receive your Newsletter in a variety of ways  

1.    You will receive a notification by email that the Newsletter is posted on our 
 church website or on Face book 

2.  You may request a printed copy to be placed in your church mailbox 
3.  You may pick up one from the foyer/narthex 

If you so choose to electronically read this publication you may see that it is already been 
posted on the website along with our monthly calendar.  Remember the worship volunteer 
schedule is in the Newsletter. 
You may ask why the change?  Some facts about this publication: 

1.  It is getting more and more expensive yearly to copy (paper & copier expenses gener-
ally are not cheap.  We run 8000 pages for a 20 page NL)  It takes 8 hours to print….  

2. Postal rates are raised each year - (returned NL due to wrong addresses are between 
40¢ and 65¢ depending on weight)   

3. Generally a N.L. costs between $48.00 and $60.00 to mail even at a bulk rate.  
In the February NL there will be a choice sheet for receiving your NL.  This will also be emailed 
to members with whom we have an email address.   

 
 



New Orleans, Louisiana 

Wednesday, July 18
th

 – Sunday, July 22
nd

 

 

 

List of Kids going to Youth Gathering 

 

Zion Lutheran  

Melissa Smith  Katie Pacholke 

Chayce Carnet  Paige Brown  

Casey Rappuhn  Katie Frazier  

Megan Schmidt  Erika Krenzke 

Samantha Schmidt  Janna Brown  

Ryan Schram  Nathan DePelsMaeker 

Blake Susalski  Amanda McKeith 

 

Our Savior—Saginaw 

Susie Mackel   Jenny Nielsen 

Annie Nielsen  Cecilie Burnette 

 

Other Fund Raisers Being 

Worked On 
 

Pop can drive -Jan 2nd 5-7pm, students to 

meet at the church 

 
Student led worship with Pastor taken hos-

tage for a ransom-  Jan 29th  

 
Sale of Beef Sticks  

 

 Sunday, March 4th  
Immediately following            

2nd Service 
 

Fund Raiser for kids going to Na-
tional Youth Gathering July 2012 

in New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

Looking for members to enter the               
chili cook off ! 

Donate a crock of  chili and the congre-
gation votes for their favorite. 

Lunch will include several samples of  
chili, crackers, beverages and desserts. 

 

(5.00 for adults ~ 3.00 for kids~                      
kids 5 and under free) 

Chili 
Cook Off ! 





Wednesday Worship VolunteersWednesday Worship VolunteersWednesday Worship VolunteersWednesday Worship Volunteers    ----    7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm    
 

 
 

  Greeter Reader Communion Assistant Crucifer/Acolyte   

Jan. 4th Sheila & Steve Boensch Pastor Rob Sheila & Steve Boensch Katie Malo   

Jan. 11th The Huizar Family   Sarah Wagner, Tammy Barton Ella Wagner   

Jan. 18th Tom & Deb Forsberg Michelle Hall Deb & Tom Forsberg     

Jan. 25th Sarah Wagner & Kids   Lori & Austin Beck Ella Wagner   

Feb. 1st Wil & Connie Hoverman   Michelle Hall, Mary Jane Hock     

We are still collecting Time & Talent sheets…….The Season of Epiphany … the bringing of 

Gifts. 

New Year Can Begin Anytime 
 
One November we ordered a new a automobile, which did not arrive until the new year. As we 
cleaned out the old car, I muttered, “How did we accumulate so much junk?”  We sorted through 
old maps, dried-up ball point pens, outdated addresses and loose coins. 
 
We made unwavering resolutions about keeping this new car clean, orderly and functioning prop-
erly.  Thinking about resolutions, I sensed  connection between a new car and new year.  The first 
order of business is to clear out the clutter, discard the useless, remove the dust and dirt.  Begin 
fresh! 
 
A new year can begin anytime in our lives.  We can sort through old attitudes, clean our minds of 
envy, toss out the habits of gossip and carrying grudges.  We can resolve to keep our promises and 
curb our anger. 
 
I stood back and surveyed the fresh, shiny car. 
Yes, a new year could begin anytime or any place. 
 

                                                                      - Hattie McGee Barker 
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